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summit of the M atterhom on to the Matterhorn glacier. The boy was
reproved for telling idle stories; lie was right, nevertheless, and this
was what he saw.

Michel Croz had laid aside his axe, and in order to give Mr, Hadow
greater security was absolutely taking hold of his legSj and putting
his feet, one by one, into their proper positions. As far as I know, no
one was actually descending. I cannot speak with certainty, because
the two leading men were partially hidden from my sight by an
intervening mass of rock, but it is my belief, from the movements of
their shoulders, that Oroz, having done as I have said* was in the act
of turning round to go down a step or two himself; at this moment
Mr. Hadow slipped, fell against him, and knocked him over. I heard
one startled exclamation from Croz, then saw him and Mr. Hadow
flying downwards; in another moment Hudson was dragged from his
steps, and Lord Douglas immediately after him. All this was the work
of a moment. Immediately we heard Croz's exclamation, old Peter
and I planted ourselves as firmly as the rocks would permit: the rope
was taut between us, and the jerk came on us both as on one man.
We held; but the rope broke midway between Taugwalder and Lord
Francis Douglas. For a few seconds we saw our unfortunate
companions sliding downwards on their backs, and spreading out
their hands, endeavouring to save themselves. They passed from our
light iininjured, disappeared one by one, and fell from precipice to
precipice on to the Matterhorn glacier below, a distance of nearly
4,000 feet in height From the moment the rope broke it was

impossible to help them.    So perished our comrades!

*           &           *           #           %           *           *

For more than two hours afterwards I thought almost every moment
tihat the next would be my last, for the Taugwalders, utterly unnerved,
were not only incapable of giving assistance but were in such a
state that a slip might have been expected from them at any moment
After a time we were able to do that which should have been done at
first, and fixed rope to firm rocks, in addition to being tied together.
These ropes were cut from time to time, and were left behiad. Even
with their assurance the men were afraid to proceed, and several
times old Peter turned, with ashy face and faltering limbs, and said,
with terrible emphasis, &1 cannot I *